ECMO is increasingly preferred to invasive ventilation in German ICUs in 2021.
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Covid-19 patients in German ICUs in 2021 by treatment

Source: Interview with Prof. Dr. Lothar Wieler President of Robert Koch Institute published on November 18, 2021, DIVI-Intensivregister; ECMO - Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation
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High Flow grew from 9%
in the first wave of 2021
to 12% in the third wave.

Non-invasive ventilation
grew from 21% in the
first wave of 2021 to
23% in the third wave.

Invasive mechanical
ventilation went down
from 51% during the first
wave of 2021 to 45% in
the third wave.

ECMO therapies grew
substantially from 5% in
the first wave to approx.
10% in the third wave.
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